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Demonstrators protest against police violence and the government of
President Ortega in Managua, Nicaragua, April 23, 2018.

The civic, moral and
ethical insurrection for a
“Nicaragua libre para
vivir”

The wave of protests that are shaking
Nicaragua we call a civic, ethical and
moral insurrection for being an
unarmed and non-political movement.
It began on the morning of April 18,
2018, led by a group of feminist
women, members of civil society and
senior citizens who went to the
Nicaraguan Institute of Social Security
(INSS) to protest the reforms to social
security. The group of protesters was
repressed and assaulted by people
close to the government, the so-called
Sandinista Youth (JS). Days before,
university students from Managua had
protested the government’s limited
response the Indio Maíz nature
reserve forest fire and were repressed
not only by  the JS, who act as
paramilitary groups under government
orders, but also by the police.

By the afternoon of the 18th, the
university students came out to show
solidarity with the elderly and the
families affected by the INSS reforms.
The images shared of what had
happened that morning in Leon
showed how the elderly and protesters
were brutally attacked by the JS,
which brought with it indignation
throughout the country. In Managua,
students and other protesters were
similarly attacked. The repression by
the police, paramilitary groups and
Sandinista Youth was so brutal that
the anger of the people grew.  They

continued to protest,
and were now
entrenched in
universities for their
protection.

In the first four days
of the protest, more
than 30 people were
killed, mainly young
people and students.
The repression did not
diminish, which led to
the demand of the
presence of the Inter-
American Commission
on Human Rights
(IACHR) in the
country.  During its
visit from May 17 to
21, the IACHR
managed to finalize a
report confirming that
the state of Nicaragua
violated the rights to
life, personal integrity, health,
personal freedom, freedom of
expression and access to justice.
These conclusions were reached
through the courageous Nicaraguan
people who denounced the
aggressions on the part of the State of
Nicaragua.  The IACHR denounced:
excessive and arbitrary use of the
police force; uses of paramilitary
groups; impeding access to emergency
medical care for wounded protesters;
illegal and arbitrary arrests; use of
cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment, in some cases leading to
torture; and intimidation and threats
against leaders of social movements.
Even with the presence of this human
rights organization, the state violence
did not stop but intensified - so the

IACHR also saw the repression first-
hand - which leads us to reflect that
there is no political will by the
government for the cessation of
violence.

The conflicts continued to escalate to
the point where on May 30,
Nicaraguan Mothers' Day,  the
mothers whose sons and daughters
were killed in the protests organized
and called for a march to demand
justice.  This march had the support of
different social movements, including
peasants, students, the Catholic
Church, and feminists who joined “The
march of the mothers”.  Entire families
went to the march, from the smallest
to the elderly, babies in strollers,
grandparents and grandmothers.
There was an atmosphere of solidarity
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The Uprising and
Economic Disruption

The political and social problems in
Nicaragua made news worldwide. But
the economic side effects of the
uprising have led to significant
economic disruption and, of course,
are hitting the most vulnerable the
hardest.

For some, it is still difficult to
understand how a protest against
Social Security reforms quickly
became an incredibly polarizing
event. These reforms were aimed at
addressing problems at Nicaraguan
Social Security Institute
(INSS) that many thought had been
the result of mismanagement and
corruption. For example, some
salaries for INSS management are
popularly called "Mega Salaries",
millionaire salaries.  Also, INSS
investments are not audited by
independent authorities.

It was in this context that President
Ortega announced new reforms that
consisted of an increase in the
amount owed by those who currently
contribute (meaning higher taxes); a
decrease in benefits for recipients,
mostly elderly, but also to widows,
orphans, etc.; and finally, an increase
in the number of weeks worked
needed to be able to achieve the
same current economic benefit when
you retire. And all this without
touching the INSS mismanagement
and bad investments.

In the main cities of the country,
groups of people organized
themselves to protest the INSS
changes. The protests quickly began
to create chaos in the city of Leon,
with clashes between supporters of
the government, police and
protesters. On Friday, April 20, a half
block of businesses were burned
after confrontations between the
police and protesters.  There was
some looting of businesses selling
home goods, and Leon families
began to feel the need to buy what
they could of food and water right
away. Businesses in the city center
did not open the next day and fear
began to spread throughout the city
as the number of protest related
injuries and deaths increased.

Classes were suspended at all levels,
tourism started moving out of León,
as as it did in other cities such as
Granada and Masaya, where clashes
were also happening.  In Leon
different businesses such as hostels,
bar-restaurants, markets and tourist
centers remained without customers.
Microfinance organizations and banks
reported an increase in their rates of
delinquent loan payments.

In the following weeks, León seemed
calm but clashes continued in
Managua, with additional deaths
every day at all hours.  This limited
the free movement of people and
merchandise around Nicaragua.

In the days after the first protests,
blockades were initiated on the main
roads of the country - organized by

groups of students and civil
society - to increase the
level of pressure against
the INSS reforms, and
demanding justice for the
dead and wounded
protesters.  At the
beginning, the traffic stops
were intermittent, allowing
vehicles to circulate after a
few minutes, which kept
the city supplied with food
and different consumer
goods. But gradually, they
increased the waiting time,Paramilitary forces in Leon, or as they are popularly called,

“Squadrons of Death”.
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Education in Rural
Nicaragua Continues

Since April, Nicaragua has been going
through a social crisis that affects all
its inhabitants in different ways, and
education is no exception.

The Ministry of Education and Sports
(MINED) continues working without
interruption as are the other
institutions of the state. However, in
the different cities some public and
private schools have decided to
suspend classes because of the level
of insecurity.  It is perceived that
attacks or confrontations could
happen at any time which puts the
lives and safety of children at risk.

In León, classes have remained
intermittent since April. Private
schools have offered classes through
virtual platforms. However, the
general public does not have teachers
or children with adequate
technological resources to do this.
These schools simply do not have
classes, or in some, students attend
and return home within a few hours.

When looking at the rural area we
find another situation. The people of
the communities often do not know
what happens in the country. Also, in
these places, only channels related to
the government are transmitted,
which have always reported that
everything is fine and calm in the
country. Access to the internet and
other information not provided by the
state is almost nil. So it can be said

that in the countryside there
is misinformation about
what happens in other parts
of Nicaragua.

The orientation of the
MINED is that the classes
continue to develop
normally, so in the month of
April and May teachers who
travelled from the city to the
field continued to arrive. But
after a local strike was held
on June 12 (where more
than 400 barricades were
erected in León), it was
impossible for the teachers
to be transported to their
workplace. However, the
teachers who live in the
community, which are the
minority, continue to teach.

The Comprehensive School
Nutrition Program (PINE),
which it is intended to feed
children who attend classes
and raise their school
performance, is suspended
in schools due to the
situation of barricades
blocking free movement and the
danger of attacks and clashes. This
affects thousand of children in rural
areas contributing to recurrent
malnutrition in these areas.

The afterschool and preschool
programs continue to be maintained
and developed every day. We serve
55 afterschool children and 80 pre-
school children. The teachers consider
that these are spaces of safety and
learning for the little ones. The
afterschool teachers Sonia, Yara and
Hayde are from the community of
Goyena. They arrive every afternoon
from 2 - 4 pm to work with the
children, where the children occupy
school space to educate and inform
themselves, have fun and eat.

One student, Yordin, attends the 4th
grade of the primary school and his
mother previously traveled every day
to León to sell some fruits and
vegetables that she bought in the
community. But now it is almost
impossible to travel every day with

the insecurity. She says that due to
the circumstances she has one more
reason to send her son to afterschool
classes, as NHLSCP supports students
both with meals and helping him
learn. Lesbia, a preschool teacher in
Goyena tells us… "the only support
we are currently receiving is from
you" (NHLSCP) and this benefits 30
children that attend her preschool.

The teachers meanwhile say that they
will be teaching every day, because
they know how important the
afterschool and preschool programs
are to help the children.  We consider
that good schools are the
fundamental pillars for our society and
for the development of our country.
The teachers who work with the
project are aware that the only way to
combat social ills is through
education.

NH/LSCP Board Statement Regarding
Recent Violence and Protests in
Nicaragua

The New Haven/Leon Sister City Project has
developed in solidarity with the Nicaraguan
people for over 30 years. Our mission is deeply
rooted in the advancement of social justice.
Nicaragua has recently experienced a very
concerning surge of repression and violence.

• The New Haven Leon Sister City Project
condemns violence against all people and
supports a comprehensive dialogue that promotes
peace and respects universal human rights as
defined by national and international law.

• The New Haven/Leon Sister City Project values
freedom of expression, freedom of association,
and freedom of assembly as fundamental rights in
an autonomous democratic society.

• The New Haven/Leon Sister City Project
supports the right of Nicaraguan people to choose
their own government and create the future
direction of their society without hostile
interference from other states or non-state actors.

• The New Haven/Leon Sister City Project proudly
continues to stand in solidarity with the people of
Nicaragua.

Barricades built in Leon to stop police and
paramilitary incursions.
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New Haven/León Sister City Project
608 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, CT 06511
www.newhavenleon.org   nh@newhavenleon.org 203.562.1607

Thank You for your ongoing
support!

Make a Plan to
Amplify Your Impact

If you would like to extend your
support of New Haven Leon Sister City
Project to make a lasting impact, there
are several gift arrangements to
choose from. Making a meaningful gift
is easier than you think. A gift in your
will or trust, for example, is
accomplished by adding simple
bequest language to your will - and
you’ll join others already part of

Whether you would like to put your
donation to work today or benefit us
after your lifetime, you can find a
charitable plan that lets you provide for
your family and support NHLSCP.

More information at newhavenleon.org
on the Give page.


