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“Today, more than ever,
it is important to belong to those who resist,
who fight, who believe and hope.”

Gustavo Gutierreg

Dear Friends,

Over the past twenty-four years, the people of Nicaragua have inspired and challenged us. Their ongoing efforts to
create a society centered on social justice and compassion have sparked fires in many here to join that struggle. The
Sister City Project strives to embody this hope, believing that people joining together can transform this world.

In 2007 the Sister City Project celebrated sending its 1000th delegate to Nicaragua — that’s 1000 people who took the
important step to learn first-hand about the realities facing two-thirds of the world’s population. We sent a record
80 people to Ledn as delegates and Peace and Justice Interns, and provided over $150,000 worth of direct support in
programming, material aid and services to the rural communities of Goyena and LLos Barzones outside of Leon.

Even with these successes, we continue to feel the urgency that the poverty in Nicaragua presents. Under-employment
in Goyena is about 80% and malnutrition is very high among children. We continue to work to increase the number
of Nicaraguans and North Americans working to address these issues. This is really the heart of our work — building
capacity for change and supporting local leaders both in Le6n and in New Haven. These committed women and men
multiply the Sister City’s Projects limited resources, but also often become active in long term movement for systemic
change.

To this end Sydney Frey has moved to Nicaragua to focus on developing new projects that will increase active
participation and leadership. Chris Schweitzer has recently been hired as Program Director to continue to support
the delegations and work with the Board. In Nicaragua, Rene Venegas Morales is continuing as the Interim General
Coordinator, and Giaconda Torres was hired as Education Coordinator.

Below are additional highlights from 2007. Thank you for all the ways you enable these efforts of belonging,
resistance and hope to continue and grow.
Sincerely,

Chris Schweitzer
Program Director




2007 Program Highlights

e expanded the after school program to add the 2"
We expanded the after school prog dd the 20
grade (building on 2006’ 1st grade focus), giving more

children access to small-group attention in the afternoons,

and increasing the overall attendance to about 50 students.

The primary schools in Goyena assign 40 students to each
teacher, which makes it nearly impossible for the teachers

to offer the kind of individual attention necessary for kids
of that age. So teachers in the after school program focus
on small-group learning and offer individual attention to

children with difficulties.

Leon staff members began offering workshops to local
youth on starting a tree nursery to be cared for and
managed by them. The staff had recognized the need

to work with youth in the community, who have little
traditional job or educational opportunities. Many young
people go directly from primary school to working
seasonally on other people’s land. The SCP staff hopes
that recreational activities and small economic projects
will serve as a vehicle for organizational skills and

empowerment for Goyena’s youth.

Head preschool teacher, Marta Osejo, with some of her students at

Olivia Kaplan,
from the Yale
School of Forestry
& Environmental
Science, meets
with workers
outside a
Nicaragua Sugar
Estates plant.

The workers have
been organizing

to address health
and environmental
concerns related
to the plant




-

participated in workshops on violence, self-esteem, and
sexuality.

3

Leaders from the neighborhood of Nueva Vida

A group of youth from the community of Goyena who

The Board, with staff from New Haven and Leon, committed to
emphasize community organization and participation in any and
all endeavors undertaken by the Project. The NHSCP is interested
in nurturing efforts that respond to specific needs identified by
Nicaraguans, that build existing local leadership, and that improve
long term capacity to challenge systemic barriers to better quality

of life.

We continued to work with the parents’ council at the schools to
increase attendance at the preschool and grade school --
attendance was also encouraged by the provision of milk to
preschool attendees. Attendance is usually limited by a
combination of factors related to rural poverty in Nicaragua.
Many children are needed to care for younger siblings while
parents work in the fields, if they themselves are not working as
well to earn enough to feed the family. The SCP also supports the
preschool and primary school with materials like notebooks,

paper, pencils, and markers.

"T'wo weeks after Hurricane Felix brutalized the Atlantic Coast
of Central America, particularly the indigenous RAAN region of
Northeastern Nicaragua, the Pacific Coast was inundated with 18
straight days of heavy rains, which dropped nearly as much water
on the region as did Hurricane Mitch in 1998. Residents of the
city of Ledn were not too adversely affected, but many in the
surrounding rural areas, including residents of Goyena, needed

brief temporary evacuation.




2007
Delegation
Participants

Yale School of
Forestry &
Environmental
Science (March)
Laura Jensen
Olivia Kaplan
Beth Moore
Nadav Tanners
Michael Coren
Tara Morberg
Jeff Chatellier
Sean Johnson
Jean Silk
Jason Weiner
Erin Barnes

High School
Agriculture

Melissa Minto
Jessica Bucklin
Isaac Shub

Kate Bennett

Eric von Hohenleiten
Victor Lambert
Aimee O’Neil

Yale / ReachOut
Jessica Bialecki
Veronica Wallace
Sophie Turrell
Rebecca Arzonian
Jessica Johnson
Jane Park
Crystal Aldape
Brittany Robinson
Alexandra Welch
Abby NcCartney
Robin Rotman
Cara McClellan

Fairfield University
Marie-Agnes Sourieau
Walter Petry

Lauren Asensio
Marielle Bermingham
Ashley Lauro

Brit Maianauskas
Jessica Marques

Eliot Smith

Albert Schweitzer
Institute at Quinnipiac
University (March)
Kelsey Pratt

Alysis Richardson
Dan Fox

Sean Gary
Timothy Dansdill
Richard Campbell
Taylor Ives

Moses Beckett
Michael Perkins
Julia McClelland
Tamara Irving
Justin LeBlanc
Dylan Reitenbach
Jennifer Ellsworth
Caitlin Dowley
Kynia Ortiz
Tamara DeCarter
Sarah Grady

Sean Geary

Ann Marie Mangano
Zinacay Quinénez
Michael Migliore
Jaclyn Trojanowski
Andrew Fanelli
Jennifer Girard
Andy Clark

Alison Marsh
David Ives

Sean Duffy

Cheryl Kerison
David Ives

Yale School of
Forestry &
Environmental Studies
(November)

Olivia Kaplan

Sean Johnson

Jason Weiner

Jean Silk

Kristen Genovese
Sydney Frey

Quinnipiac Business
Delegation

David Cadden
Edward Breed
Jennie MacDougal
Monique Beauchamp
Suzanne Shulze
Don McKnight
Mike Holt

Jessica Krol
Joanna Greene
Paul Bogdanoff
Megan Girard
Paige Muraca
Colleen Flaherty
Karen Sargent
Erica Latimore
Mariela Molina
Sarah Ahlers
Richard Brown
Elder Romero
Kyle Chumas
Andrew LaDuca
Chad Papson
Brynne Salomone
Spencer Toomey

Hopkins/ Amity High
Schools 07

Silas Meredith
Susan Bennitt
Gregory Monahan
Matthew Joseph
Adam Holzman
Francesco DeCamilli
Nicholas Andreassi
Daniel Nudel
Jennifer Richards
Kat Stewart

Zachary Wright
Ulises Berrios

“....listening to the people of
Goyena speak about the
dismal conditions of their
community and the massive
hardships the face every
single day. I couldn’t help
but recall how stressed I
was last week in the midst
of midterms...But hearing
the people of Goyena
talk about the limited
educational facilities,
inaccessibility of schooling
past 6% grade, and the
unbelievable percentage
of people there who can’t
even write their own
name, I realized that
my problems are pretty
good ones to have. This
trip is teaching me that a
world exists outside of my
personal career choices and
aspirations... in just these
two days, I've been able to
expand my perspectives on
life...”

Brittany Robinson
Yale/ReachOut Spring Break
Trip 2007




2007 Peace and Justice Interns Adedana Ashebir e Jessica Johnson e Rebecca Markowitz

Star Volunteers Julia Berger e Kimball Cartwright ¢ Mary Colwell o Carol DiFabbio e David French
e Erica Holahan e Cathy Jackson e Louise Miller e Marie Milliard e Gigi Mooney e Roger Pahl e Jean
Silk e Maria Tupper e Joan Whitney

Superstar Volunteers One of the challenges of a small not for profit (501-c-3) is that we require
many skills that in larger organizations are provided by paid staff. We are fortunate to have three long

time friends of the Project who provide such services for us as volunteers:

Shelly Altman, manages

our internet presence (web site, email, etc.), as well as the New Haven office computer network. Shelly
also trains staff and volunteers in these areas. You may remember that for many years Shelly organized

our used bicycle program - collecting and packing hundreds of bikes to be shipped to Leon;

Katherine

Cole, continues to maintain our database as well as perform data entry at a level of accuracy that seems
almost super human. For years Katherine and Tom’s home in New Haven was the site of our container

packings;

Susan Landon helps us meet our state and federal financial filing requirements. She has the

patience and disposition of a saint. A top notch administrator, she continues to find time for us here at the
NH/LSCP who need her help getting this paper work done.

Thank you does not
adequately convey the
immense gratitude we feel
toward these skilled and
loyal friends.

I am also in the enviable
position on an almost daily
basis experiencing

the generosity of our donors. Our heartfelt thanks to all of you who have

these years. Your financial support is indispensable. Adelante

Patty Nuelsen
Director of Development

Donors in
2007

REV. HARRY & MANETTE ADAMS
SHEILA & ANDRE ALBERT
BERNARDO ALDAPE

SHELLY ALTMAN & SUSAN
BRAMHALL

JIM & MARGARET ANDREASSI
BOB APPICELLI

LUIS & LAURELE ARATA
WILLIAM & ELLINOR ARCHER
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

ANNA ASCHENBACH
SAMANTHA AUSTIN

KRISTEN & RON AXELRAD
SHERRILL BALDWIN & KIMBALL
CARTWRIGHT

OLIVER BARTON & DEBRA RIDING
ROBERT J. BAZIN

DAVID & CAROLYN BELT
JULIA BERGER

BOB & EVELYN BERGSTROM
TONY BIALECKI

KAREN BLUMENTHAL

ERIC & LOU ANN BOHMAN
LYDIA BORNICK

MARIE BORROFF

TAFFY & JAY BOWES

BETSY & MARK BRANCH

TOM & MARY BREEN

ROBERT & JOYCE BRIGGS
LOIS BROMSON

JUDITH A. BRUCE-MANGLE
GEORGE & JOSEPHINE BUCHANAN
CECILIA BUCKI

MAZ BURBANK

WALKER BURNS & JENNY TATE
JOY BUSH

TRUDY & RON BUXENBAUM
MRS. ROSE CAPACI

BILL CAREY & DORREEN LABBY
NANCY L. CARRINGTON

HELEN CAVALLARO

JOHN, WENDY & SASHA CHAMPION
MARY CHESNUTT

ANNETTE CHITTENDEN
WILLIAM CHUPKA

DR. JOSEPH CIRASUOLO
SHANNON CLARKSON

FRANK COCHRAN & STEPHANIE
FITZGERALD

PAUL COCHRANE

ELENA & PATRICK COFFEY
ARLENE COHEN

KATHERINE & TOM COLE

BILL COLLINS & TISH GIBBS
SALLY CONNOLLY

JUDY & ROB COPE

STEVEN CRAMER

JEROME CZECH

RICHARD & MARGARET DEAN
MRS. ELIZABETH DELUCA
ELEANOR & MIRIAM DEVINE
MARY DIAMANTE

DAVID DICKSON & SUSAN HILL
PAULA DIEHL

JOE & LILLIAN DIMOW

LORETA DIPIETRO

FRANCES DITTES

VICTORIA DODD

ANNETTE DONOVAN
MILDRED & JAY DOODY
JULIANE DOW

ROB DUBROW & MELINDA TUHUS
DAVID DUFFNER

LUCY DUFFY

KRISTIN DULFER

MARION EISNOR

DEB ELKIN

SHERRILL & JOHN ELLIS
ALICE ELLNER

ELLIOT & EMMA EPHRAIM
KAI & JOANNA ERIKSON
GLORIA EUSTIS

BOB & ALICE EVANS
ROBERT & LUCILLE EVANS
EDITH FAIRGRIEVE

EVELYN FARBMAN

JIM FARNAM

NAIMA FARRELL

ELAINE FITZPATRICK
DENNIS & VICKI FONTAINE
TECLA & PAUL FORAN

DAVE FORMAN & GILDA
OUTREMONT

JOAN FORSBERG

FRED DELUCA FOUNDATION
TERESA FREEMAN

REBECCA FRIEDKIN

BOB & LISA GALORENZO
ELIZABETH GARDNER
THOMAS & GERALDINE GIAIMO
FRANCES GIFFIN

GARY GINSBERG & ELAINE
SHAPIRO

KITTY GLADSTONE
DOUGLAS GOLLIN & CHERYL DOSS
JOY GORDON

made our work possible through

WILLIAM GRAUSTEIN

LINDA GREEN & CLAUDE GRAZIA
PAUL BLOOM & MILLIE GRENOUGH
NORA GROCE-KAPLAN

FRANCES GRODZINSKY
IOANNA & DMITRI GUTAS

M.T. HALLARAN

HILDEGARDE HANNUM
RICHARD & LONNA HARKRADER
JOHN & CAROL HAY

JOHN & DOROTHY HERZOG

ART & ANNE HIGGINS

LESLEY & JOHN HIGGINS-BIDDLE
CHARLOTTE HITCHCOCK
BARBARA HOBBS

ROB HOFFNUNG

JOHN & JOAN HOGAN

SUSAN HOLAHAN

ROBERT & KAREN HOOD
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN

JOHN HUGHES & PAT DILLON
MARY & ARTHUR HUNT

LUCILE HUTCHINSON
CHARISSE HUTTON

MICHAEL ISKO

CATHY JACKSON

JAMIE JOHNSON

LYNN JOHNSON

MARY JOHNSON

JAMES & NANCY JONES
PATRICIA PESSAR & GIL JOSEPH
SALLY JOUGHIN

LUANN & DEREK JURMAN
MERRILY KAPLAN

JONATHAN KATZ

EUNICE KAYMEN

GILBERT KENNA

LINDA & DREW KEYES



Donors 2007
continued

NEIL & PAT KLUEPFEL

ANNE SOMSEL & STEPHEN KOBASA
CAROLYN KOVEL

STEPHEN & KATHLYN R.
KRAFFMILLER

HENRY KRAYBILL

TONY LABRUZZA

LADIES HOME MISSIONARY
SOCIETY

FRANK & PAT LADUCA

JEAN & ROBERT LAMPERT
MAXINE LAMPERT

RICK GOODWIN & RACHEL
LAMPERT

KATE LANDON

JEFFRY LARSON

REV. KATE & ARTHUR LATIMER
DIETRICH MOOR & HEATHER
LAUVER

LAWRENCE ISON TRUST
MOLLY LE VAN

HANNAH LECKMAN

JOHN LEINENWEBER

LISA & PAUL LENIHAN
DAVID CROSS & NANCY LESH
LOWELL LEVIN

ROBIN & BARBARA LEVINE-
RITTERMAN

PEG LEWIS

ADRIANE LONZARICH

RUTH LORD

SUSAN KLEIN & HENRY
LOWENDORF

SAM MACDOWELL

DRS. MICHAEL BARON &
RUTH J MAGRAW

BRIAN MARINO

PATRICIA MARKIEWICZ

WILLIAM MASSEY

VIRGINIA MAURER

JANE MAYFIELD

PRESTON MAYNARD

LINDA & THOMAS MC HALE
ARLENE WHALEN

PETE & ALICIA MCKINNIS
LETITIA MCPHEDRAN

FETHI MEGHELLI & BARBARA
GREENWOOD

SILAS MEREDITH

THE MEREDITH WATSON FAMILY
RON & CATHIE MILLER

MARY LESSER & ROY MONEY
BILL MORICO

AL MUELLER

BONNIE MULLER

MATT NACLERIO & MARLENE
BALDIZON

DAVID NADEN

JUDITH & CHARLES NADEN
KENNETH & BARBARA NEUBERGER
F. BRAUNLICH & LIZ NEUSE
NEW HAVEN SISTER CITIES INC
LISA NEWTON

TRISH NIECE

JOHN & SHERRY NIEMAN
ROSA YVETTE NIEVES

LUISA & JOE ODELL

LINDA OECHSLE

CHARISSA PACELLA
GENOVEVA PALMIERI

FRANK & PAULA PANZARELLA
COSTAS & MARYAN PAPSON
KATE PARANTEAU

MADELINE PARKER

ROBERT PARKER & DAVID CARTER
ELIZABETH PATTON

ART PERLO & JOELLE FISHMAN
CHARLIE PILLSBURY &

ALLIE PERRY

THE REV. SUSAN PFEIL

PFIZER FOUNDATION

MARY TISEO & GEORGE PILLSBURY
SUSAN POKORNY

COOKIE POLAN

NORINE POLIO

VICTOR POLK & CATHY CHAPMAN
ROBERTA C. POLLARD

MARTHA PORTER

HENRY & MARGARET POWELL
WALTER SCOTT & NANCY POWER
LIZ PRETE

NATHAN PRICE

MARGARET JUDD &

BENNETT PUDLIN

JENNIFER PUGH

MOST REV. PETER A. ROSAZZA
JOHN BUELL & BETH ROSEN
BETH ROTH

AMY RUHLMAN

MICHAEL SHEEHAN & DENISE
SALDANA

ERIC MELITA & TINA SANTONI
ANNE SCHEFFLER

ANNE F. SCHENCK

PETER & URSULA SCHULTHEISS
RICHARD SCHULZ

ARLENE SCHWARTZ

DR ANN SEROW

MARIA SESTITO

GARY SEVITSKY

SHALOM U.C.C.

BARBARA SHILLER

JEAN SILK

RUTH SILVER

STEPHEN & DELLA SILVERMAN
DEAN SINGEWALD & KATHY BIDNEY
BOBBI BLAKE & CYD SLOTOROFF
GADDIS & BARCLAY SMITH

TONI SMITH

OLIVIA SNYDER-SPAK

HUMBERT POLITO & BARBARA
SORRENTINO

MARIE AGNES SOURIEAU
GARY & JANET SPINNER

ANN FLITCRAFT & EVAN STARK
CARLOS TELLARIA & JANET
STEARNS

ALEC & JANE STEVENS

LEE & PETER STOLZMAN
PATRICIA HELM &

RICHARD TAYLOR

PAUL THOMAS & ELSA CALDERONE
DAVID THOMPSON &

GINGER CHAPMAN

SEI TOKUDA

VICTORIA TRAUBE

JEFFREY M. TRUCKSESS
JENNIFER & ERIC TRUCKSESS
JIM & SUSAN TRUCKSESS
SEMEON TSALBINS

DANNY TUHUS-DUBROW
REBECCA TUHUS-DUBROW
MARIA TUPPER

MARYANN & JAMES TURSI
UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF NEW
HAVEN

UNITED CHURCH ON THE GREEN
DIANE URBANO

CLAUDIA VESTAL

BARBARA WARECK

MOMOKA SOMA WELCH

IRM & MORRIS WESSEL
SANDY MALMQUIST & PAUL
WESSEL

ROB & SALLY COLE WHIFFEN
BARBARA WHITE

JOAN WHITNEY

LISA KALNER & RANDOLPH
WILLIAMS

PAULA KLINE & ALAN WRIGHT
DON WUNDERLEE & JANET BRODIE
TIM & SUSAN YOLEN

NHLSCP Financial Statements FY 2007

Current Assets

Cash and Other Current Assets

Liabilities

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expense

Net Assets
Unrestricted
Board Restricted

Temporarily Restricted

61,629
38,031
710

Total Net Assets and Liabilities

Statement of Revenue and Expenses
Support and Revenue

Contributions
Service Revenue
Investment Income
In kind Services

Expense
Program

Supporting Services
Fundraising

136,409
102,727
1,643
7,360

Total

188,868
24,923
36,577

Total

100,370
Investment Income;
104,480 $1,643
Fundraising,
$36,577
Supporting
Services
$24,923
248,139
250,369
(2,230)

Net Income (Loss)

104,480

(draft)

Support and Revenues: 2007

In Kind Services,

4,110
Service Revenue,
$102,727

$7,360

Contributions,

$136,409

Expenses: 2007

Programs,
$188,868
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The New Haven/Leon Sister City Project is a progressive, grassroots organization that fosters a
partnership between the communities of Greater New Haven, Connecticut and Leon, Nicaragua.

Our mission is social justice and we work to form fair and respectful relationships between the people
of our two cities in the political, economic, social, spiritual and cultural spheres.

Board of Directors

Allie Perry

Ray Pagliaro

James Leslie

Roy Money, Co-President
Kate Landon, Co-President
Virginia Chapman

Susan Brambhall, Treasurer
Mike Soares

Joy Gordon, Secretary
Henry Lowendorf

Susan Power Trucksess

New Haven/Leon Sister City Project
608 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, Connecticut 06511

(203) 562-1607 Phone
(203) 624-1683 Fax

cschweitzer@newhavenleon.org
www.newhavenleon.org

2007 Annual Report

Lebén Staff

Rene Venegas, General Coordinator
Gioconda Torres, Education Coordinator
Sydney Frey, Project/Outreach
Coordinator

Maria Antonieta Chevez, Administrative
Coordinator

New Haven Staff
Patty Nuelsen, Director of Development
Chris Schweitzer, Program Director
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