Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining

Mountaintop removal coal mining destroys Original Profile

acosystems, [t translorms some of the most Tvlousdain Fomst High-wall mining is less
divarsa lorasts in the world into biological | Coal gearn, DNATISEE, S anger and
wastelands. Mountains are lost loraver, drinking | — COMVEYOL Lernone coal.
water iz polluted, and tha health and salaty ol R 3 Siream

1lamilies in the Appalachian area is sacriliced. / Ilining

First lorests are clear cut, taking away all wild lile
and veqgetation that gets in the way, Baar, dear, wild
1lowars and plants are just some ol the casualtias.
Mext hundreds ol pounds ol explosives are used to

blow up the sides of the mountain complataly Mountaintop removal

dastroying it. Explosions can cause damane to Iining cornpanies strip forests and topsoil then blast
neighboring home loundations and 1lying debris the mountam apart layer by layer to get to coal searns.
andanger rezidents and homas, Ilining waste is dumped

inta vallesrs and streams.
Alter the mountain is clear cut and it's sides blown  Caal seam Water ranoff bigh i silt,
up 4 big maching called a dragling comes on to the iron and sulfiur compounds,

mountain and digs into it to lind coal, Thesse polbey weter doemstusste,

machings are usad to reduca the amount of |
workars it takes to dig up the coal. In the and the Floodad altsa

codl companias do this to maximize prolits, thair |

main reaszon lor blowing up mountains, Once the

codl iz 1ound morg machings come in to dig out the

codl Inthe process tha machings 1ill in the Reclamation

adjacent valleys and streams with the lormear

. L Ilinivg waste 1 thed ot and st lo
mountdintop contaminating the watar, Furthear sl b bl o Loy

terraced. Even with cherndeal treatinents, vesetation

contamination comes when the coal that is dug out has o hard tiree growing on the infertile and hishly
ol the mountains gets washed, The resulting coal acidic soil,

sludge gats into streams and rivers or is horded in Ilmang speodl fills valley.
big pools, Thase big pools have bean know to leak,

1lood or spillover into neighborhoods and watar

supplias.
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