The Crisis: Low Income Communities
and the Threat of Global Warming

The situation in rural Nicaragua is already difficult
for many families who face high unemployment and
low wages ($100 per month for agricultural work,
$60 per month for teachers). The environment in
Ledn is hot and dry and there are already signs that
the water table is
dropping from
overuse. The
community of
Goyena, where
NHLSCP focuses
its efforts, was
displaced by
hurricane Mitch in
1998. Many
Nicaraguans work
in agriculture as there’s little other work, so changes
in the environment could greatly impact their
livelihoods

A home in Goyena, Nicaragua outside Leon.

Iant]:rgovernmental UN Warns of
Panel on Climate Widespread Water
Change (IPCC) Shortages

states, “The

combination of low economic growth and high levels
of inequality can make large parts of the region’s
population very vulnerable to economic and natural
stressors, which would not have to be very large to
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cause great socia 85 Per Cent of

damage.” And - _

say Dr RK Amazonian Rainforest
Pachauri, Chair of  at Risk of Destruction,
the IPCC. "The Researchers Warn

impacts of climate
change will fall disproportionately upon developing
countries and the poor... within all countries.”

Children lined ug
to leave the
Honduran island
Roatan as
Hurricane Felix
headed for the
Central American
region.

The IPCC predicts:
- Significant species extinction in many areas

of tropical Latin America.
Central America and the Caribbean will
face increased vulnerability to extreme
events such as hurricanes.
Increase in the number of people facing
water stress.
Have already seen changes in precipitation
and increases in temperature over the last
decade.
Increase in rate of sea level rise.
Up to 40% of Amazonian forests could react
drastically to even a slight reduction in
precipitation, and there is a high risk of forest
loss in Central America.
If no action is taken, climate disasters could
cost $300 billion per year.

The Opportunity: Create a Sustainable

Healthy World Community  While the
challenges are significant the reality is that in
impoverished communities, even modest
investments can make a significant difference

We must admit own responsibility as world citizens
for this crisis. Says indigenous leader Norma Mayo,
“Those guilty of global warming are the developed
nations who came to our countries to take oil and
minerals and leave our forests contaminated. This
has hurt our children and our families. They are
poor, and malnutrition is rising.”

Earthathon invites people to do the work
we have to do to change our over-consumptive
society, and to take action to lessen the impact of
climate change.

Specifically, we
are asked to:

- take concrete

actions to

improve the

environment

(gardening,

biking, walking, eating less meat, etc)

- help channel resources to a part of the world at
particular risk to the negative impacts of global
warming.




